FRIENDS OF THE SOUTH ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES -
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August 11, 2006

I send greetings to those celebrating the 100th anniversary of Satyagraha
and the 59th anniversary of India's Independence.

Mahatma Gandhi said, "Freedom is the gift of God...and the right of every
nation." Gandhi's fearless leadership paved the way for Indian independence,
and his example of peaceful protest has inspired millions seeking refuge

from social and political oppression. On the 59th anniversary of India's
independence, we celebrate Gandhi's tireless efforts and pay tribute to all
those who demonstrated great courage and determination in India's struggle
for freedom.

In the years since gaining its independence and instituting a constitution,
India has demonstrated that democracy provides the best path to a more
hopeful future for its people. The United States and India share the belief
that the spread of freedom is the best alternative to hatred and violence. The
bonds between our two great nations are strong. and these ties are enriched
by the hundreds of thousands of Indian Americans who contribute to the
vitality of our country. Together, we can lay the foundation for peace and
prosperity for our children and grandchildren.

Laura and I send our best wishes on these special occasions.
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